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A View of ‘Lingua Franca’ Education

From the Practices Employed During the Reorganization

of the English Curriculum at an Art University

=N H #5 | YAMAGUCHI=UCHIDA Masakatsu

I have been working on the drastic reform of the
English Education curriculum here in Tohoku University
of Art and Design since 2007. This paper is a summary
of this research and practice undertaken over a period of
about five years.

In this paper, I will first introduce the entire curriculum
including the new placement test, the reorganized ability
grouping classes, and the opening of some classes with
specific purposes, such as an e-learning class for TOEIC
and a TOEIC Speaking/Writing class. Also, comments
from the teachers of each class are reported.

Second, I will offer data, such as the changes in the
students’ TOEIC scores and the number of the students
taking English courses, and provide some analysis of the
effects of e-learning or the trial TOEIC test.

Finally, from a wider point of view, I will discuss the fu-
ture of English Education in Japan from such perspectives
as English as a lingua franca, communication among non-
English native speakers, some effective uses of TOEIC,
the causes of slow learning, some validity of translation,
and the desirable class design in general English Educa-

tion in the undergraduate course.
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I use a communicative approach in my language
teaching, encouraging my students to practice their
English with each other in a meaningful, real-world,
communicative way in the classroom.

The goal of the course I teach at Geikodai is to
raise students’” TOEIC scores. Because I get my
students to use their TOEIC reading and listening
textbooks in a communicative way, target structures
presented in the textbooks are more easily internal-
ized, and learning becomes more enjoyable for stu-
dents.

Fully one half of the TOEIC test is devoted to
testing students’ listening comprehension. To give
my students more listening practice, I use “English
only” in the classroom. After all, students are study-
ing English, so why address them in nihongo?

I strive to maintain a non-threatening, com-
fortable atmosphere in my classroom. I really try
to make my classes enjoyable, using lively body
language, English games, music, and a generous
amount of humor. The intrinsic motivation generat-
ed by a good-feeling classroom atmosphere helps to
motivate my students to come to class, learn more,

and sleep less in class!
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Reading and listening are input skills. When you
read and listen to correct English sentences, they
are input into your memory. Quantity is the key to
improving these skills. On the other hand, speaking
and writing are output skills. These skills can only
be developed by creating output, in other words,
by actually speaking and writing. Quality is very
important in improving these skills, and a teacher’s
supervision is definitely needed.

The Native Check class provides students with an
opportunity to improve their writing proficiency by
having it reviewed by a native English speaker. In
the Speaking and Writing class we use Tactics for
TOEIC Speaking and Writing Tests. This text in-
cludes practical tips, language building activities and
tactics reinforced with immediate practice. Although
the text is designed to help those planning to take
TOEIC tests, the activities are extremely useful for
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anyone wishing to improve their general language
proficiency.

The biggest obstacle faced in both classes is help-
ing students to overcome their shyness and increase
their confidence in speaking and writing English.
Hopefully this can be done by continuously provid-
ing them with encouragement and positive rein-
forcement.
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Thus, no concessions are made to the fact that
English differs from other foreign language learning
in so far as the majority of learners will speak it as a
lingua franca with other ‘NNSs’ rather than as a for-
eign language with NSs.(Jenkins, p239)
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BOOK 1 XiE READING 77—~ TOEIC 77—~
Lesson 1 XE Old Friends and Wine Health

are Best
Lesson 2 | B¥HI(D  Hakata Dolls Shopping
Lesson 3 | Ef#l@  On the Ropes Sports
Lesson 4 | B|7E#3i Engines of Growth Travel
Lesson 5 | i@Z%4% 3 Art & Design Art & Design
Lesson 6 | BhEEE@ In the Back Nature

of Beyond
Lesson 7 | BhEEE(® Nagasaki Social Issues
Lesson 8 | AEF# It's a Man’s World—  Gender

in Japan
Lesson 9 | &35  J-pop and the World Entertainment
Lesson 10| {##%- Group vs. the Culture

BE Individual

Lesson 11 | && Genetically Modified Science

Foods
Lesson 12| fX&%  Electric Car Environment
Lesson 13| W& Sleep Sleep &

HIE] Dream

Lesson 14| ##ti  Coffee or Tea? Taste
Lesson 15| ®i&Esd Life on Earth? Biodiversity
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BOOK2 | Xi& READING 77—~ TOEIC 77—~
Lesson 1 | L& An Uncertain Future Disaster
Lesson 2 | BfR{%& Yoko Ono Inspiring
#O Women
Lesson 3 | BAfR{X%& Levi Strauss and Fashion
@) Company
Lesson 4 | BifR&EIF Tea Party Politics
Lesson 5 | # &R The Panda Animals
EClO)
Lesson 6 | #&RfR Things Are Heating  Environment
6] Up
Lesson 7 | 4483 Artist and Activist Social Issues
Lesson 8 | REZE® “Nadeshiko Japan”  Sports
Lesson 9 | IREE® Pain The Human
Body
Lesson 10| &BE Open for Business Global
Economy
Lesson 11 | 3&R- Yuri Gagarin Space
B
Lesson 12| ®&3 A Hungry Planet Food for
Thought
Lesson 13| Eil The EU Globalization
Lesson 14| $8E®  Seniority Rules Seniority
kG|
Lesson 15| SV® Gender Expectation Gender
—® in Japan
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