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We discuss the art theory of Maurice Blanchot, an in-
fluential French thinker in the 20th century, with one of
his main published works, L’Espace littéraire. According
to Blanchot, the experience that occurs in an artist such
as Van Gogh is a fatal encounter with “the impersonal
death”, and then it took him his lifetime to attempt to ex-
press it and to fail.

In Blanchot’s point of view, while philosophers grasp
and sublate the death as one’s proper possibility, artists
show with their failure the impossibility to appropriate
the death. So Blanchot thinks that artists affirms the im-
personal death and their activities are the movements to
pose or respect “the other” as such. Therefore the art is the
activities that encounter with the other, try to express it

fail and repeat. This is the art theory of M. Blanchot.
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