RIS IARTF &

BULLETIN OF
TOHOKU UNIVERSITY
OF ART AND DESIGN

#25% 201843 H

HAR AW 235 T THEETHLEIEZRTHO
— W3 ¥ — F 2l Lo HE —
Artwork that can Portray the Coexistence of Nature and People at a Certain Land

— Creating artwork through regional research —

PRI IFR | KOZAKI Masatake



HRR ANH 23D T THETHLEILZRTHD

— IR B —F 2l L TO/E i E—

Artwork that can Portray the Coexistence of Nature and People at a Certain Land
— Creating artwork through regional research —

eI ER | KOZAKI Masatake

What can art accomplish in this day and age? In the
land of Tohoku, artwork is being created by reinterpreting
the meaning of “place” form phenomenological and ar-
cheological approach. A certain spontaneous unique pro-
duction style guided by the mysterious climate of
Yamagata is being established in recent years, and this
style is now becoming a collective phenomenon.

In contrast to the bewildering and pleasure-seeking scene
of big cities, people living in Yamagata are being taught
daily about the meaning and evanescence of individual
existence through the season and weather that changes on
daily basis. This harsh and magnificent natural environ-
ment reminds the locals about human frailty and sheer
force of nature in a gentle yet cruel ways. When various
human belief systems finally become whole with the na-
ture by going through the circle of life, it is only then that
humans can regain the awareness toward life force that
they have forgotten. Tohoku is filled with various attrac-
tive cultural and nature-oriented experiences that people
can only experience by visiting the actual land.

I would like to see artists define what it means to draw a
picture, by engaging in various field work and research by
focusing on the reality of living in this land on this day
and age. In doing so, it is my hope that these artists can
untie their creative flow in their production process, by
being able to extract commonness and idiosyncrasy spe-
cific to a certain “place”, and take the regional art and

“site-specific” concept to the next level.
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