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Production History of Safflower in the Okitama Region of Yamagata Prefecture in the

Early Modern Period

— As a Clue to Documents Remaining in the Area—

SF4y YE— | MORIYA FEiichi

Regarding the safflower production history of Yamagata
prefecture, the whole picture of the “MegamiBenbana” in
the Murayama district has been clarified by Shinichi Imada’s
research and others. However, the history of safflower pro-
duction in the Okitama region, which is thought to have
been produced before the early modern era, does not exist in
bulk. In this paper, the author aimed to clarify the appear-
ance of safflower production in the setting area in the early
modern period, with clues from old documents left in each
area as clues. In interpreting old documents, the author also
tried to be a history of subsistence of safflower production
cultivation by reference to knowledge gained by anthropolo-
gy / folklore viewpoints and field work.

As a result of this research, the author was able to darify
the following. In the early modern period, under the system
that the Yonezawa clan purchased all the safflower produced,
it is thought that the production volume was about 1,400
kg. Since early modern times, the safflower purchase system
of the Yonezawa clan was changed, making it difficult to
grasp the production volume with statistical historical mate-
rials. However, both the production area and the production
volume have expanded, and it is presumed that the produc-
tion volume was about 1,800 kilograms. In the latter part of
the early modern times, safflower production declined as eco-
nomically more advantageous sericulture spread and spread.
However, in a few villages, it can be confirmed that safflower

production continued until just before the Meiji Restoration.
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