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This paper considers what a modern girl's lifestyle was
like, by looking at her “Diary” which appeared in a
Shanghai magazine in the 1930s.

Shanghai in the 1930s created a modern urban space
by adding Western ideas and thoughts to the Chinese tra-
dition through the concessions.

It was modern girls such as movie actresses and profes-
sional women who made Chinese people realize what
outside world looked like and how people there lead their
lives.

In the diary, it would be possible to read how one girl
lived as an actress in Shanghai of its 1930s, what kind of
social relations she had with people around her, what
kind of perceptions she had about her own marriage and
fortunes brought to her through her career, and what
kind of attitudes she developed towards social and politi-
cal situations in China at that time.

Being a professional actress, she grieves also the gap be-
tween Chinese and Hollywood actresses. This paper fo-
cuses on the voice of an actress in Shanghai in the 1930s.
What the modern girl saw as “femininity”, and the ex-
pression of “femininity”, and considers what role cheon-

gsam played in her lifetime.
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