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A Study of Painting Materials and Means of Expression Rooted in the Natural Landscape

of Japan

— Reproducing the Natural Fiber Used in the Image of Kichijoten at Yakushiji Temple —

KA & F | KIMURA Takako

The image of Kichijoten at Yakushiji temple is a national
treasure, and is said to be painted on asanuno, a term that
can mean either ramie or hemp. Both materials have long
been used in Japan, and it is not known for certain which
type of fiber it is. The present study attempts to indepen-
dently reproduce the two types of fiber using traditional
methods and to clarify their characteristics when used as
painting materials. As a result, the type of fiber used in
the Buddhist painting was ultimately found to likely be
ramie, and the study summarizes the process by which

this conclusion was reached.
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