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The Shirataka Town History and Folklore Museum has a
collection of several straw boots. It seems that those straws
are made by the people of Shirataka Town. Especially in
Asadachi, Shirataka Town, people made a lot of straw
boots.

People in the Asadachi area made straw boots during the
winter when farming was not possible. People in snowy
countries wore straw boots on a daily basis during the
winter. People in the Asadachi area continued to make
straw boots until many in the snowy country began to
wear rubber boots instead of straw boots. People carried
straw boots to urban areas in Okitama-gun, such as Yone-
zawa, and sold them, earning a lot of living expenses.

In the 1910s, Asadachi people exhibited straw boots at
local fairs and national product exhibitions. So straw
boots became popular with people as an appreciation
item. When "Mingei undo", which makes folk crafts
popular in Japan, became popular, straw boots made with
Asadachi received high praise as "folk crafts”. Yanagi
Muneyoshi covered Asadachi's straw boots in a book
called "Toshigoto no Nippon". This ensured that Asada-
chi's straw boots were recognized as "folk crafts”.

What I consider in this treatise is the process by which
straw boots change from daily necessities to folk crafts

and the factors that work there.
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