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On the Historical Development of the Nerikomi Technique in China and Japan

HE 1 | LONG Chaobo

This paper surveys the historical development
of the nerikomi technique in China and Japan.
Based on literature and archival sources, together
with identification of museum holdings, it
organizes the phases of emergence, transmission,
interruption, and revival. In China, the technique
originated in the Tang and matured in the Song,
before declining after the Yuan . In Japan,
examples appear in the Momoyama period; from
the Meiji era onward, studies by Suwa Sozan and,
in the twentieth century, Koyama Fujio’s research
on the Xiuwu kilns deepened technical
understanding . Since the 1950s, restoration
efforts centered on Xiuwu/Dangyangyu in China
have further advanced recovery of the technique .
The present contribution aims to systematize the
historical record; detailed aesthetic comparison
and analysis of contemporary practice are
deferred to future work.
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