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In the civic practice of 'Place-making', various
functions are fulfilled beyond just providing
support and care for users. This paper clarifies
that 'Place-making' engages in various practices
of alternative media to loosen the norms of local
communities that create 'social difficulties’, based
on the case of the youth support NPO 'plathome’
in Yamagata City (2003-2019). There, various
pieces of information and knowledge that shake
existing norms were disseminated to the
community by creating circuits of alternative
media, such as independent screenings of
documentary films and the publication of zines.
At the same time, a space for communication (not
just information and knowledge) was provided
where people could freely engage in dialogue and
interaction on such alternative topics. Media
practice itself functions as a circuit that conveys
the value of a place to the local people. This, in
itself, can be positioned as a characteristic unique
to media practice in 'Place-making'.
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